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One of the major halachic questions that have arisen due to COVID-19 concerning Purim this year relates
to the hearing of the megilla.' The halacha requires a person to either read the entire Megillat Esther
oneself from a scroll (kelaf) or to fulfill one’s obligation by listening to someone else read it from a
scroll (see Shulchan Aruch, 0.C. 689:2). This year, though, some people may have difficulty fulfilling
this mitzva properly due to the various COVID-19 restrictions in place. Those who are in isolation due
to being ill with COVID-19 or having come in contact with a COVID-19 patient cannot attend a minyan
with other people. In addition, many other individuals, both men and women, may not be able to attend
their regular shul, or even an outdoor minyan nearby, due to social distancing and restrictions on the
number of people attending.

If one does not know how to read the megilla from a kosher scroll or does not have access to one, may
one fulfill the mitzva of keriat megilla (reading the megilla) through listening to a live reading either by
phone or online, such as via Zoom? In addition, is it permitted for one reading the megilla in an outdoor
minyan to use a loudspeaker of some sort so that others will better be able to hear him? In this shiur, we
will briefly survey a few of the relevant sources and positions to these questions generally,> and then
examine some of the recent rulings given specifically during the era of COVID-19.

SOURCES REGARDING FULFILLING
A MITZVA BY PHONE, MICROPHONE,
OR L1IVE BROADCAST

Poskim Who Allow Fulfilling One’s Obligation Electronically

One of the Talmudic sources that may be relevant to this question comes from the Gemara in Sukka
discussing the great shul in Alexandria, Egypt. According to the Gemara, although many of the thousands
in attendance could not hear the chazzan when he recited a beracha, they nevertheless responded amen
at the proper time upon seeing a signal.

[n ] Masechet Sukka 51b :NJ 191D NOonN .1

Itis taught in a baraita that Rabbi Yehuda says: One YW NUDIYDIT X7 XYW " MMIX 7TTI77 7271 XN
who did not see the great synagogue [deyofloston]  Sxw? YW 171252 1KY KXY 0™M¥N YW R™TIDIIN

of Alexandria of Egypt never saw the glory of Israel.  y»ppn nnpY 1O N YT *HYDA D 1INIK
They said that its structure was like a large basilica
[basileki], with a colonnade within a colonnade.

This shiur was written by Rav Eli Ozarowski.

2. For additional sources and analysis of this question generally, see Rav Zvi Ryzman, Ratz Katzvi 2:10 (available at
olamot.net/sites/default/files/ratz_katzvi/pdf/%20%d7%99 1.pdf), and Rav Daniel Feldman, “The Virtual Minyan,” avail-
able at www.traditiononline.org/the-virtual-minyan.


http://olamot.net/sites/default/files/ratz_katzvi/pdf/%20%d7%99_1.pdf
http://www.traditiononline.org/the-virtual-minyan
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At times six hundred thousand men in it, twice the number DWW YV X127 D'WW) 12 1AW DNYD
of those who left Egypt... And there was awooden platform 5w 717721 ...0™¥M "R¥1"D 07993 (X121
at the center. The sexton of the synagogue would stand on it, 9V THY NOD T ANYXNNA YV
with the scarves in his hand. And because the synagogue was so 9T AR MIYY YW 1091 1A PITIom
large and the people could not hear the communal prayer, when 0K 7Y DYA 991 17102 9n
the prayer leader reached the conclusion of a blessing requiring

the people to answer amen, the sexton waved the scarfand all

the people would answer amen.

It seems from the Gemara that the worshipers were allowed to respond amen even without hearing the
beracha since they knew based on the scarves exactly when the beracha was recited. This passage may
potentially support fulfilling a mitzva such as megilla by hearing it via microphone or online.

Nevertheless, there may be two major differences between the case of the Gemara and our case of
listening to megilla reading. The first is that in the Gemara’s case, the people were not attempting to fulfill
a mitzva or obligation through the chazarat hashatz; they were merely responding amen to the beracha.
If the chazzan in Alexandria had been reading the megilla, the people would not have fulfilled their
obligation without hearing the actual words.? Thus, one cannot draw proof from here that one hearing
the voice of another person through a loudspeaker or phone can fulfill an obligation in the manner of
shome‘a k'oneh (listening is equivalent to reciting oneself).

The second difference is that in the Gemara’s case, all of the people were present in the same, physical
location as the chazzan, and perhaps they were permitted to respond amen for that reason. However,
perhaps they would not have been permitted to respond if they had been in a different location, even
if they knew precisely when the berachot were recited, since they are not connected physically to the
one reciting the beracha.

Based partially upon these considerations, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach rules that one may not fulfill
an obligation such as reading the megilla or reciting havdala through listening to a person’s voice by
microphone or other electronic device. In his lengthy teshuva on the subject, Rav Shlomo Zalman first
explains how devices such as a loudspeaker or microphone work from a scientific point of view. He then
writes that one must hear the actual sound of the person (or shofar) in order to fulfill a halachic obligation,
and not the reproduced sound. Therefore, a sound transmitted via microphone or the like would only
have the status of the scarves in Alexandria, which Rav Shlomo Zalman understands as allowing one
to respond amen only if one stands nearby (the exact case in the Gemara). However, the scarves would
not allow one to fulfill a specific obligation in such a manner, nor would they enable a person standing
in a different location altogether to respond amen.

2o Responsa Minchat Shlomo 1:9 VX | TPYW nmn nMw .2

...Based upon the entire description given [about the mechan- {1X7) 9°W9 MMNKT NN YO M.
ics of the electronic devices], it would seem that one who hears "y 930 NIPN N DWW p ymwnw
the sound of the shofar or the megilla by phone or loudspeaker  yma1m7 717955 KXY XY .. P01 1K P1DYV

has not fulfilled one’s obligation at all, since only hearing MR NYNW DWW Xp1TT mwn

3. One could also argue that our case is better than that of Alexandria, since one actually hears the words, as opposed to in
Alexandria, where the people did not hear the words at all. Nevertheless, the Gemara cannot serve as proof or support to this
contention that one would fulfill an obligation by listening to a person’s voice through electronic means, it just would not con-
tradict it.
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the sound of the shofar directly via vibrations in the air created
by sound waves is considered hearing the shofar [or hearing the
megilla]. This is not true when the ear hears the oscillations
of the membrane, even though those vibrations also create
similar sound waves like the sound of the [actual] shofar, it
is still logical that one is only hearing the sound of the vibra-
tions from the membrane, and not the sound of the shofar. ..
T also saw in the Metzudat David of Rav Feldman who writes
in the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, Hilchot Megilla:* “Concerning
whether a person is permitted to answer amen after hearing
another recite a beracha on the telephone, see the Responsa
Minchat Elazar and other Acharonim that discuss this.”® But
according to the ideas we have suggested [earlier in the piece],
it would seem that hearing in this manner has the status of
waving the scarves that took place in Alexandria of Egypt,
which was considered knowing which beracha the chazzan
was reciting, but no more. Accordingly, it seems that one
should not recite amen on a beracha in which he is obli-
gated to fulfill an obligation.

And even concerning a beracha that the listener is not obli-
gated to recite to fulfill an obligation, it is also possible that
only one standing outside a shul or even nearby and hears
the repetition of the chazzan [for Shemoneh Esrei] or other
berachot via an amplifier should follow the congregation and
respond amen, since it is like Alexandria in Egypt. But this
is not the case when one stands far away and hears a beracha
over the telephone, where it seems in my humble opinion
that one should not answer amen at all on any beracha, and
one who does answer is considered to have responded amen
in vain, since he hears the beracha from a membrane and not
from a person...

D017 IX,VIVIN DYV PN T HY AR NRMP - S

NN YTYTRW 191w Y17 Y W 1DIN W)
917 YRIWD W TN 917 79212 71X NG
TN P71 NYNIW NNTWD 2"Kwn 01w
XY NITINT MK DWW D"V 11ann Yw
12°DX 191w NP NATY wn Y1 792 MNa
N1 17201 NN Y1p 7AW 1anon i
LD R K91 ymw

AN5W 12TYD 27TY TIT NTINDA KT 02
nNYY RWI OX 17 0970 50 vIw 1Ispa
JIDYVL Y VMWW 112N NON2 NX X
DYNNN TV ATYYRK NN nMw Py
TINT) WINNW DMATI B9 LT 12TY
TNTIW 0MTIO NDAT T T Avmwh ww
VT P71 2WAT DN YW XNMTIDOYKA
PW 111,701 X911V XTW 1572 1KA
N1Iw 71572 Yy 10X Y95 nyb PRw N
.13 NRXY Annn

NXXY 2™ YW PRW 71572 D2 aX)
N3 TR OX PAT WO 9”2 N2
Y"Wil NN YnIw 17 710 PHX IX N0
AN 772 POW X 7P 071V MDA INW X
TMTIDAYNK T YT AN TNV MANT
YW P TMYWs "KW .0MNn Yw
Sy X 995 nuayY PR 7Y NoHv Y
DI ,71902Y K NI 1T 57 W
X91 172m0nn 770720 NX YMw XM

..0TN B0

Rav Ovadia Yosef also writes in Responsa Yechaveh Da’at (below) and Responsa Yabia Omer (Vol. 1,
0.C. 19:18; Vol. 5, 0.C. 11) that one does not fulfill any obligations through hearing a beracha or other
mitzva recited through the phone or other electronic means, including a loudspeaker or microphone.

oM Responsa Yechaveh Da’at 3:54 T2 | nyT MM nMw .3

Question: Does one who hears the megilla in shul from the
chazzan who reads it with a loudspeaker fulfill his obligation?

N3 N2 AN XIpn ymwn aYNw
,71-072 719730 NRK XMpa Ay mhw "on
2970 XIpn NN T KX ONT

4. This refers to an edition of the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch published by Rav David Feldman (1884-1955) with commentary by
him on the bottom of the page. It is available at www.hebrewbooks.org/41279.

S.  The opinion of the Minchat Elazar will be discussed in more detail below.


http://www.hebrewbooks.org/41279
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...Intruth, according to those experts who know the mechan- D*X'p21 DM *M2T "DYW NNNI..
ics of electricity, the sound of those who hear over the tele- D»NNRY YW VI, SnwnT Yw apmova

phone or loudspeaker is not the voice of the speaker itself. 375w 191p 1K, 91p-D7 K NEYV T
Rather, it is a different sound, transmitted by an electric 07 T 9V K21 IR Y1 RIT KON XY

current via a membrane (which converts the sound waves KoM 13 OX1 K320 MYNND Ynwn

DWW V1P NYMW NN T NNXY MWK N
. 21P-D7 K 7199V 1T YN XIpn I

to and from a current). If so, it follows that one cannot fulfill
the obligation of hearing the shofar or reading the megilla via
telephone or a loudspeaker...°

Rav Ovadia cites other poskim that agree with this conclusion as well, including the Responsa Yerushat
HaPeleita, Responsa Minchat Yitzchak, and the Lubavitcher Rebbe. This is indeed the ruling of the
majority of poskim based on the logic that the voice heard from the loudspeaker is distinct from the voice
of the person speaking.” If so, one would be unable to fulfill the mitzva of keriat megilla by hearing it
through a loudspeaker, phone, online video stream, or Zoom, even if there is no other manner in which
the person can properly read the megilla themselves. Listening to such a reading would simply remind
one of the meaning of Purim, which is similar to the suggestion of the Shulchan Aruch to read the megilla
from a printed text without reciting a beracha when no other options are available.

Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 691:10 RNXIN AN | Y w4

If one does not have a kosher megilla, one should read [the WMM2 IMN D™MP TIWD YN0 PX DX
megilla] from a Chumash without a beracha.® o1 XY

Poskim Who Do Not Allow Fulfilling One’s Obligation Electronically

However, a minority of poskim do at least entertain the possibility that one can fulfill reading the megilla
through an electronic device, seemingly because they consider any sound that originally emanated from
a human voice to be included, even if was transformed in the interim into an electrical signal. Rav Kook,
for instance, writes that the only time one must hear the actual sound itself is with regard to shofar (a
position which most others agree to). However, in other contexts, such as responding amen to a beracha
or a minyan, hearing from afar via phone or radio is considered halachically viable.

6. As opposed to Rav Shlomo Zalman, though, Rav Ovadia does allow responding amen to a beracha heard electronically. The
subject of responding amen to a beracha heard electronically is discussed more fully in the second shiur of the Tzurba M’Rabanan
special cOvID-19 volume, pp. 70-74.

7. Other poskim that rule stringently include Rav Shlomo Braun (Shearim Hametzuyanim B’halacha 4:193), Rav Meshulam
Roth (Responsa Kol Mevaser 2:25), Rav Benzion Uziel (Responsa Mishpetei Uziel, Tinyana, o.c. 34:3), Rav Moshe Sternbuch
(Moadim Uzemanim 6:105), and Rav Yaakov Ariel (Responsa B'ohola shel Torah 5:47).

8. The Mishna Berura (691:27) clarifies that the Chumash referred to here is a scroll that also includes the megilla. The Mishna
Berura explains that in this case, some hold that one may fulfill one’s obligation with such a Chumash, but if one read it from a
printed Chumash, it is meaningless. Nevertheless, the Mishna Berura concludes by citing the Pri Megadim who holds that even
reading the megilla from a printed Chumash is worthwhile so that “the idea of the megilla should not be forgotten.”
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2o M Responsa Orach Mishpat,
Orach Chaim, Siman 48

Concerning whether one may respond upon hearing
Kedusha or Barechu over the telephone or radio: The
accepted halacha is that since there is a congregation of ten
in one place, there is no separation between Israel and their
Father in Heaven, and even those who hear from afar may
answer, as is explained in the Shulchan Aruch (0.c. 55:20).
If we would raise the uncertainty that perhaps this is the
sound of an echo and not the sound itself,’ [the response
is that] this distinction applies only to shofar, concerning
which the Torah is particular that the sound be that of the
shofar and is particular in other ways as well, such as that
there should be no change in the sound, it must not be
covered with any other material, and the like, as is explained
in Orach Chaim 586 and 587. This is in contrast to tefilla,
where one may answer any time one hears.

The only other issue that remains to address concerns the
opinion of the “yesh omrim” in the Shulchan Aruch (cited
above) that there must not be a dirty area or idolatry...
one can say that since the radio or telephone retain the
sound through machines, it is considered as if the sound
does not pass through anywhere else... so long as it does
not materialize into a sound that can be heard."

01T IX ,VIVIX IDYV 21PN T HY YN NP - 7

n"IN | VOWN AMNX N"W .5

N 1o

J19720N TWITR KT IN INDDVD Y ymwa
ANNNW 97 MK T, PINN N5 N DN
TAN DIPNA WY DW W2 1mMpna Maxnw
DAy YXIW A pToDN OXNN W PR
DYMWW YN 12OX NMavY 09101, 0nwaw
OX1.5”D 1) "D M™MIX Y"1w21 X121 ,pInn
X1 71720 9P Xp3 a1 Xnw pononY X11)
,1IDIWA KPIT OX 2 1T 191 19 PR, 9100 DNy
DWW DR W pa Yy TN TThpn Dww
1P MW T XYW NP 17T 10D T
ANIANI 27101 NN 12T DN T XYW D
,197DN 7MY 2"NWN ,1"DpN1 17PN "0 17N
Y5 10 KTDR PR 1IV0 vmw Xiw Yo
N NYT YN XK O Ty ww an p
NOW xw 9737 77 0 MK YMwa KW
9™ LT TTIAY AN N0 Dpn proon T
21P7 DX DMNWN DAw NBYLT AN KUTITT
995 721 NP PR IYIRD 2w Mnon My
mRXexNnY X2 XHw a1 Yo ..0Mnx nmpna

10N Y AYmwh

It is possible that since Rav Kook argues that the only time one must hear the actual sound is regarding
shofar, he may indeed allow hearing the megilla by phone or other electronic means if it is live."

Other poskim also ruled previously that fulfilling one’s obligation regarding megilla may be done through
a microphone and the like. Rav Chaim Elazar Spira, the Chassidic rebbe of Munkacz, writes in the
Minchat Elazar that one may indeed fulfill an obligation through hearing a person’s voice on the phone.
The Minchat Elazar first elaborates about responding amen to a beracha heard over the phone and whether
one may do so if unclean objects are located in between the listener and the speaker. He then concludes
(in the excerpt below) that theoretically one could even fulfill the obligation of kiddush on Shabbat by
hearing it over the telephone (just that in practice one cannot utilize electronic devices on Shabbat)
and he has no specific reasons why listening to the megilla in such a manner would not be effective.

9. RavKook here is referring to the Gemara (Rosh Hashana 27a-b), which discusses the status of an echo of a shofar blast. Accord-
ing to the Gemara, one has not fulfilled the mitzva of shofar upon hearing an echo.

10. This subject is discussed in more detail in the English Tzurba M’Rabanan volume on covip-19, p. 72. Rav Kook also discusses
the possibility that the halacha does not follow this opinion. In addition, he suggests that one should ideally avoid placing one-
selfin a situation where one hears berachot and tefillot in this manner. However, in the current situation he may very well agree
that doing so is permitted lechatchila, similar to some of the poskim quoted below.

11. Although Rav Kook is quoted by some contemporary poskim as being lenient about our question, it is also possible that Rav
Kook (when saying that only shofar must be the actual sound) only meant to contrast shofar to responding to tefilla, where one
does not fulfill an obligation, but simply responds. In the case of megilla, though, where one must fulfill an obligation, it is still
possible Rav Kook would not sanction listening by phone.
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2o Responsa Minchat Elazar 2:72 2Y:2 | MTYOYN NN N .6

But one can argue that concerning kiddush for Shabbat and Yom
Tov, with regard to which we rule in the Shulchan Aruch (o.c.
273) that if one recited kiddush in his home and his neighbor
heard him, and his neighbor’s table was also set [for a meal], his
neighbor fulfills the obligation as well if both the speaker and
listener had intent for it. If so, then if one hears [ kiddush] on the
telephone, his friend would also fulfill his obligation if his table is
set, even if he is several parsa’ot (a measure of distance about the
length of a kilometer) away. .. but on Shabbat and Yom Tov, in
any case it is forbidden to speak on the telephone... Similarly,
I'was asked regarding megilla whether one who hears it from
another reading on the telephone fulfills his obligation. From
all of the angles that the questioner probed, I still did not
find reason to forbid it. This is because in truth, the voice
of the reader becoming “thicker” to one listening from afar
does not disqualify the sound...

JIPODT VMM NAW WITP VY 97 TN
YNW1 N3 W DNT A"V7 "D Y'wa
NX? 19w M99 0 Y oWl 1w
DX D"X YW yniw 1M5N1 X 10w
1120 KX 2”2 IRDYYVL Y VMW
PIN™M2 K17 OX 021799 1Y [nYww)
X971 V"M NAw3A X ...MINDID 1270
Y 19 LLIRDYYYDLI Y 12TY DX
N7Pan Ymwn KX DX NONXW) 1530
SX1wi W orTTEn Yom IxpySYva
Yoo KXY 719702 NNNIT . NMOXKY NKEN XD
IYMWa Tana XMpa Y1p ayn ox

...01pn pImMa

In addition to the few poskim who ruled that one definitely fulfills one’s obligation by listening to another
via electronic means, a number of other prominent poskim consider the possibility seriously without issuing
an absolute ruling. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach writes in an afternote at the end of his responsum
quoted above that he later consulted with the Chazon Ish about the matter, and the Chazon Ish was not

certain that Rav Shlomo Zalman'’s opinion was correct.

o Responsa Minchat Shlomo 1:9 V:N | TPASW NN n"Mw .7

After this article was printed, I had the opportunity to speak with
our teacher the Chazon Ish, who told me that in his opinion, it
is not so simple. It is possible that since the sound heard [by
the listener] was produced by the one reading, and the sound
is heard immediately just like one who talks normally, perhaps
this is considered like actually hearing it from the reader, and
the same is true for one who hears the shofar blasts directly
from the one who blows it [even if he uses a microphone or the
like]. According to this, one must say that what they said [in the
Gemara, Rosh Hashana 27b] that if one hears the echo [of the
shofar], one has not fulfilled one’s obligation, [it is not because the
sound is a different sound, but] it is because an echo is normally
heard slightly later than the voice of the person, which is not true
in the case of a telephone or loudspeaker.”

OV 7279 7 1271 7 NN DOTIW NN
)9 KT YUNT WK I Yva IR n
TPONW 1ON71,70 92 VIWD T PR ANYTOW
oA L NP T YY XD vRwan pnw
WHKX ,0™M2TRI T TN YRw) iph
191, KMpP 0N won ymw>d 1wn M
77991 .AD1WA YRINT DN Wn Yniwd
a0 YIp DX MKW Tnw MY N
20 9P TTW DN KT L,NX KXY ynw
DTN 9P AR 01 nXp vowny
MYTY DX 917-0M 119901 1D PRY
MK PN PR, TINGD 91T WITh NI

Iy AT RN LYY

12. This concern may be relevant, though, in the case of a Zoom meeting or other online platform, since in some cases, there is a
slight delay in between the time that the person speaks and the time that others hear him. See footnote 16, where Rav Yosef
Zvi Rimon is quoted as mentioning this point, as well as the excerpt from Rav Re'em HaKohen, where he also acknowledges

the halachic difficulty with the delays that are somewhat common in online broadcasts.
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Rav Moshe Feinstein also considers the possibility that one can fulfill one’s obligation by microphone
as a potentially practical one in a responsum written to a rabbi in Vancouver, Canada. His primary
argument is that a voice is always heard somewhat indirectly, because its signal travels through the air.
So too, when the signal is transmitted further through an electronic device, that may still be considered

the actual, original voice.

2o M Responsa Igrot Moshe, Orach Chaim

Concerning reading the megilla via a microphone, it is diffi-
cult to give a decisive halachic answer, since it has not been
sufficiently clarified by reliable individuals how the sound
is heard. Therefore, it is not appropriate to read the megilla
using a microphone...

But that which his honor was certain that one does not
tulfill one’s obligation through hearing from a microphone
because... they say that the sound heard is different than
the sound that was produced... to me, this is a significant
uncertainty. Even if we say that the experts are correct that the
sound heard is not that of the person, but a different sound
that emanates from his voice, since the sound is heard only
when he reads, one can still consider the sound to be his
actual voice, as everything one hears is based on his actual
voice. And what is the case of actual hearing? Maybe it is
also in this manner, that some entity is created in the air and
then reaches his ear.

This is also logical based upon what scientists say that sound
travels to the ear [of others], and also has a slight delay, but
is nevertheless still considered to be the voice of a person.
Therefore, perhaps the sound transmitted through a micro-
phone at the time one is speaking that others hear is also
considered his actual voice, and this is more logical. .. For this
reason, perhaps one need not protest those who wish to read
the megilla with a microphone based upon halachic grounds. ..
But nevertheless, since the permissibility in this case is not
clear, and this is a novel issue, one should protest to prevent
them from chasing after other novel phenomenon after which
people in these countries are excited...

n"IN | AWN N1MAX N"w .8

Mp:2

WP INDXIPM Y 71200 NRMP 12T N
MNTD 772N KXY D T2 a0Ya ama
MNOY N DWIN Y AT Y YWY TR
WRWIW 09700 XIpY IR PN 19100y
INDNAPMIT Y

PRXV PRW 717N2Y Y K0wodw 10 Hax
DMIMINY ...OYLN INDNXIP™M Y Y nwa
T M LADIPN XYW INX DR ynww
NN NARTW X127 DX X K10 XpDon
1P XYN DTN 9P ynwy XYW Drni
D”OYW NOW DYLN ANPN WYV NN
WA W YIpn ynwl XNp Xiw P
YRWIW T 90 T won ap nymws
YW MO DXY MY 1P wn p ey
TN K2IW 77 191N 27 KT YINWY RN
JTXY Y1 NN 12T

VAL MON DMK 711 DY 12NN 1N
MW NXP W DN INT T 0010w pnw
199 DTN DI KW 2w n”m ,;mvnamn
NV INDNIPIT TWYIW Nph DAW TWON
WNN 1P AWM KITIMN PYMwY 12 Tw
TN AWHNX 71T DYYM ...12N0N NN KT 1N
™y AYMNn KIpY DN YK TR minny

L TTI9TTT T IRDRAP NN
JWTH Y NI AN A XYW o nin N
MAX 1T90 ounnY 1> mnnY wr Y903
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Rav Moshe Feinstein is unwilling to rule leniently in this case decisively, though he appears to give
significant weight to the possibility that perhaps one does fulfill one’s obligation when hearing the
megilla by microphone. Rav Moshe repeats a similar sentiment elsewhere in the Igrot Moshe (0.C. 4:126)
in response to a query by the administrator of a girls school in Israel. However, he does rule leniently as
practical halacha as well in a case of listening to havdala over the phone where otherwise the person
will be unable to hear or recite havdala altogether.
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o Responsa Igrot Moshe, Orach Chaim
4:91:4

Concerning hearing havdala on the telephone by a woman

who is in the hospital, if she is unable to hear havdala where
she is, she certainly should listen to it on the phone, since it
islogical that she fulfills her obligation this way, as I wrote in
0.C. 2:108 concerning reading the megilla, and the same is true
about havdala. .. and one should likewise respond amen to a
beracha heard over the telephone or microphone due to doubt.

Tzurba M’Rabanan
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In addition to Rav Moshe, Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank (Mikra‘ei Kodesh, Purim, siman 10) and Rav Eliezer
Waldenberg (Responsa Tzitz Eliezer 8:11) also discuss at length the possibility of listening over the
phone to fulfill a mitzva. Both appear to seriously consider that perhaps one fulfills an obligation this
way, at least when no other options are available.

Based on these sources, it seems that although the majority of recent poskim have not sanctioned listening
to the megilla over the phone or other electronic means, including microphone, loudspeaker, or online
platform like Zoom, there is a significant minority of poskim who may possibly allow it in cases of great
need (not simply where it is inconvenient).”

Rav Ovadia Yosef also adds another consideration that relates to the question of using loudspeakers and
microphones specifically (as opposed to listening by phone, livestream, or Zoom). He writes that if one
can hear the actual voice of the reader (e.g., he is sitting close by), then one still fulfills one’s obligation,
even if the reader is also using a microphone.™

Lol Responsa Yechaveh Da’at 3:54

It seems that with regard to those who sit close to the chazzan
and would have been able to hear the megilla reading well
[directly] from his mouth even without the loudspeaker, it
is logical that they fulfill their obligation... And even if the
voice of the chazzan sounds deeper or stronger because of
the loudspeaker, it is not a problem, since ultimately, those
in the congregation sitting nearby hear the megilla from one
who is obligated, and all sounds are valid...
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13. This dispute among poskim regarding fulfilling a mitzva such as megilla via electronic means would seem to apply as well to
whether one who wears a hearing aid can fulfill his obligation while it is on (though a few poskim distinguish between hearing

aids, which are considered a natural method of hearing for those that wear them, and microphone, which is not considered a

natural method of hearing). For discussion in English of this question, see www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/722821/rabbi-
josh-flug/use-of-an-amplification-system-for-reading-the-megillah, www.zomet.org.il/eng/?CategoryID=160&ArticleID=7349,

and www.koltorah.org/halachah/tekiat-shofar-microphones-and-hearing-aids-by-rabbi-howard-jachter.

14. See, though, Rav Moshe Sternbuch (Moadim Uzemanim 6:105) who is unsure whether one fulfills one’s obligation even if he

could hear the ba'al korei had there been no microphone.


http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/722821/rabbi-josh-flug/use-of-an-amplification-system-for-reading-the-megillah
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/722821/rabbi-josh-flug/use-of-an-amplification-system-for-reading-the-megillah
http://www.zomet.org.il/eng/?CategoryID=160&ArticleID=7349
http://www.koltorah.org/halachah/tekiat-shofar-microphones-and-hearing-aids-by-rabbi-howard-jachter
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In summary, those who hear the megilla reading from a loud-
speaker or the radio do not fulfill their obligation, but those
who sit close to the chazzan who reads the megilla using the
loudspeaker fulfill their obligation, since they can hear the
megilla reading from the chazzan even without the loudspeaker.
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MEGILLA READINGS HEARD ONLINE,
BY PHONE, OR LOUDSPEAKER
During COVID-19

How have the current poskim ruled concerning fulfilling the obligation of hearing the megilla via
microphone, phone or Zoom in cases where one cannot read or hear a megilla reading normally due to
COVID-19? Have they been willing to be lenient based upon the opinions of those earlier poskim who
consider allowing a microphone, loudspeaker, or radio to be used?

Rav Yosef Zvi Rimon cites many of the poskim discussed above and acknowledges that in cases of great
need where no other options exist, there is basis for leniency, both because of the halachic opinions that

allow it as well as the value in reading Megillat Esther on Purim in any format.

YoM Rav Yosef Zvi Rimon, “Megilla Reading

and Zachor During Corona”'?

Poskim disagree as to whether hearing a loudspeaker (or
listening by Zoom) is considered to be the same as hearing
a human voice, despite the fact that this is not the person’s
true voice. HaGaon Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (and
other poskim) holds that this is not his voice, and one cannot
fulfill a halachic obligation in this manner (and the same
conclusion is reached in Yechaveh Da'at, which deals with a
microphone and telephone, and it would seem that the same
applies to a broadcast via the internet). However, some hold
that this is considered to have the status of a human voice
(Orach Mishpat, Igrot Moshe, Tzitz Eliezer, among others).
Even if we say that one does not fulfill one’s obligation
when hearing the megilla reading via the internet, it is logi-
cal that there is still an advantage to doing so with regard to
the idea of reading it in public and publicizing the miracle
[pirsumei nisa], since the more that one is connected to the
prayer of the congregation, there is an advantage (based
upon Berachot 7b; see my responsum concerning porch
and backyard minyanim)...
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1S. Rav Rimon’s complete, lengthy responsum on the subject is not available online at the time of this writing, but can
be obtained by contacting the English editors of the Tzurba M’Rabanan. A shortened version in English can be found at

images.shulcloud.com/626/uploads/Mizrachi-RavRimon-Purim.pdf.


http://images.shulcloud.com/626/uploads/Mizrachi-RavRimon-Purim.pdf
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Therefore, ideally one should hear the megilla directly. If that
is not possible, one can hear it via Zoom, but the listener
should hold a [kosher] megilla and read along quietly with
the reader (such that he can hear his own voice). If there are
no other options, one can fulfill one’s obligation via Zoom
even when one does not have a [kosher] megilla, and certainly
in the current reality of the coronavirus.'
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Rav Re’em HaKohen also addresses this issue. After citing many of the sources brought above (as well
as summarizing the logic of the two sides), he argues as well that during a pandemic, one may certainly
be lenient (with the possible exception of reciting by Zoom, if there is a delay), and that even Rav Shlomo

Zalman would support such a practice.

Rav Re’em HaKohen, “Listening to
the Megilla Via Phone, Radio, or

Loudspeaker While in Isolation Due
to the Corona Pandemic”"’

...In summary, we see that the primary dispute is how to
define listening in halacha. Is the act of listening defined only
by hearing soundwaves directly from the speaker, or also by
hearing sounds produced by the speaker [even if not heard
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directly from him]? According to Rav Auerbach and those that
agree with him, it is defined as the person producing a sound
[heard by others] directly from his mouth. Therefore, hearing
any sound via loudspeaker is invalid. In contrast, according to
Rav Kook, the Chazon Ish, and those that agree with them, it
is defined as producing sound by a person’s mouth. Therefore,
nothing is lacking when hearing from a loudspeaker. It is clear
that although they wrote this [that one fulfills an obligation
when hearing through a microphone], they did not err in
understanding the science behind it.™
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16. Rav Rimon notes that if there is a delay of more than a few seconds (the amount of time it takes to say shalom alecha rebbi
umori), one listening to the reading may not fulfill his obligation according to any opinions (which Rav Re'em HaKohen also
mentions in the next source). He also writes that it is preferable not to recite the berachot of she’asa nissim and shehechiyanu
when hearing the megilla read remotely due to the halachic uncertainties involved.

17. The complete article can be read on the Yeshivat Otniel website at bit.ly/tzpsf17a or on the Kipa website at bit.ly/tzpsf17b.

18. Rav Re’em here is referring to an earlier section of his article, where he cites the opinion of Rav Asher Weiss that poskim who
held that one fulfills an obligation via phone or microphone misunderstood the science upon which the technology was based.
In Rav Weiss’ opinion, those poskim, and specifically Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank, believed that the sound the listener hears is the
very same sound that was emitted initially by the speaker. Rav Weiss then argues that had Rav Frank understood the correct
scientific mechanisms as they are known today (that the sound is reproduced, but is not identical to the original), he would
have agreed that one does not fulfill an obligation in this manner. Rav Re’em HaKohen, on the other hand, argues that most
of those poskim with lenient positions did correctly understand the science behind the technology (which he notes is evi-
dent from the continuation of the responsum of Rav Kook quoted above; it is also evident from the arguments of Rav Moshe


http://bit.ly/tzpsf14a
http://bit.ly/tzpsf14b
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Aside from this, according to Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, it
should also be taken into consideration that we are dealing here
with an uncertainty at the level of kabbala [i.e., instituted by
the prophets], which is treated as an uncertainty on a rabbinic
level. In addition, even Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach himself
cites the testimony of the Chazon Ish, and it seems from here
that he too accepted that there is room to consider his logic.
In light of all this, during the time of the pandemic, which is
a major time of need concerning a safek derabanan, it seems
that even he would rule to rely on those great Torah scholars
who are lenient to fulfill one’s obligation of megilla via loud-
speaker, provided that there is no delay between the reading
and the hearing. I discussed this with one of Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach’s students, and he told me that Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach would certainly have ruled this way during a
pandemic for these considerations, as was his method of ruling
concerning life-threatening situations to the wider public.
In practice, one may fulfill one’s obligation of reading
[the megilla] via loudspeaker, phone, or cellphone, where
even if there is a delay, it is not usually noticeable. But one
should not listen to a recording or a loudspeaker where
there is a noticeable delay (as sometimes happens with
online broadcasts)."”

Tzurba M’Rabanan
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Rav Hershel Schachter addresses a slightly different angle to this question. He discusses the proper
practice for reading the megilla if restrictions exist upon the number of people permitted to enter the
shul or participate in the minyan together. If the shul must organize numerous smaller minyanim, and
there is not sufficient time for all to hear the megilla, Rav Schachter rules that one may begin the night
readings during bein hashemashot or perhaps even earlier. If even that does not suffice for all to hear the
megilla, then he permits hearing it this year by phone, Zoom, or another online platform.
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YoM Rav Hershel Schachter, “Halachic
Issues Related to Purim” *°

In a number of places, the authorities have imposed restric-
tions on gatherings of more than ten people in shul at one
time due to the danger of the pandemic. This requires orga-
nizing multiple minyanim for megilla reading. In extenuating
circumstances, it is explained in the Shulchan Aruch (end of
692) and the Mishna Berura that one may be lenient and read
the megilla the day before Purim in the late afternoon after

Feinstein cited above), and they nevertheless argued there was room for a lenient ruling.
19. RavRe’em writes in footnote 1 of his article as well that due to concern for a delay, it is preferable to listen by phone than by Zoom.
20. The full ruling of Rav Schachter concerning multiple halachic issues this year (5781/2021) with regard to Purim on Friday as

well as concerning cOvID-19 can be found at bit.ly/tzpsf16. The English translation provided is a word for word translation of


http://bit.ly/tzpsf16
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pelag hamincha, even with a minyan. If the need is not that
great that the first reading must begin at pelag hamincha,
then there is room to be lenient to read during bein hashe-
mashot (twilight, after sunset), which is considered possibly
day and possibly night. This is the case according to those
opinions that the megilla reading is not obligated as divrei
kabbala, but rather as a rabbinic obligation... But if the
need is not that great, it is not appropriate to be lenient in
cases of uncertainty, and ideally one should not begin until
nightfall (Mishna Berura 692).

If there is absolutely no other choice, one may be lenient and
rely upon the possibility suggested by Rav Moshe Feinstein
in his responsum [of being lenient], where he is uncertain
about the nature of the halacha of not fulfilling one’s obli-
gation when hearing the sound of an echo [Rosh Hashana
27a], ifit is because it is not the original sound, or because
[the sound] is not so clear. [ The practical difference between
the two is when hearing] via phone (or microphone), asit s
not the original sound, but the sound is clear. (The Chazon
Ish and our teacher, Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, were also
uncertain about this). Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach held
that there is no uncertainty here at all, and one certainly
does not fulfill one’s obligation.

This leniency to hear via a microphone is based upon
what appears in the Gemara that Rabbi X [i.e., a Sage with
a minority opinion] may be relied upon in a pressing situ-
ation. Most of the Acharonim explain that this principle
was only stated with regard to rabbinic rules (see Nekudat
HaKesef to Y.0. 293). [ The minority opinion] is normally
not considered a legitimate uncertainty (based upon which
the principle of “one may be lenient about an uncertainty of
a rabbinic rule” applies), as that applies only to a balanced
uncertainty. But in a pressing case, one may be lenient that
even an individual opinion is considered an uncertainty to
apply the rule of “one may be lenient about an uncertainty
of a rabbinic rule” If these are the only two possibilities —
either listening [to the megilla] via a microphone (or Zoom),
or listening to it during bein hashemashot, it would seem
preferable to listen to it during bein hashemashot.

D17 1N, LIVIN DYV PR 1 HY avana nNMp - 15

NYW 5”3 X ON1.M2X2 190K, 9o
TINWRIT AIRMPI Y N Dmomw) piTa
AWN MWNWT P NP5 1YY (A avoa
n1’'D1A 1 2"wny) 197 poo1 0 PO K
nyTY ,opnY oipn wr T nywa, (170 TN
n9ap M2 PN Y NIpnw 02100
21T PRTI NYWA XYW YaN L2 P ROK
(AWONT NX2717) 11231 1AN...pEDA YPY NI 1K
0’22157 NRX TV 79720 Xpn Y nnnb XHw
.(2”x¥7n "D Mo 2"wn)

TN YY Y1 Ypah wr  wnn T T
,T2IWNA TPOWITD TWN 27 NINAT WINOW
Y™K, KXY XY 11120 DIp ynw 1A ponony
92 NPRW DN IN,IWNRIT NPT NPNW 13510
(MDA ™y IR) YL T YYT ,AMMa >
T701) 112 YIpa YAk NwXaT YIpn e
7D 27 IKAT 127 D WK T D2 1pDN0)
AN YT NS 27 IR, (PYYI0 21T
INTI21 995 pHO DIpn XD PRW MAD 17
N XY

9953 7TIDY IDAPT IT VWY 1T XK
1OV 7Y YD "M NI INTIT ' YD
N9 711 990w DNRT 211 KDL P NYwa
YMIWY 90T NTIPY 1Y) 12277 D712 KON 1K)
PHD K1 X7 Y95 112 wX (1'% o T
S 2IPWIT PHOA XYX (X7PY 19277 PO 1m1Y)
T NVW AR 9N Yy wr priTa nyw
X999 1277 XD 12 M5 pHDD W 3”3
VINWY IX 19K NPWON MW KON DW PN DX
WNW A VINWY I (271 I8) 19 1T
JNWnw P2 VInwY 5Ty BT AX) T

Rav Yitzchak Yosef, current Sephardic Chief Rabbi of Israel, takes a position similar to that of his father
quoted above and rules that megilla reading cannot be fulfilled by listening to it via Zoom or live broadcast.

the Hebrew, which differs from the one that appears in the actual ruling, which is a condensed version of the Hebrew.
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oMl Rav Yitzchak Yosef, “Guidelines
for Purim 5781 from the Rishon

L'tzion, Rav Yitzchak Yosef”?!

One is obligated to hear the megilla reading from a scroll,

and hearing it on the radio or through Zoom is not effec-
tive. In order for all to fulfill their obligation, additional
minyanim should be organized in order to reduce as much
as possible the size of gatherings on the night and day of
Purim. Likewise, special megilla readings for women should
be organized based upon these guidelines.

Tzurba M’Rabanan
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Other poskim, such as Rav Noam Dvir Maisels, also write that listening to the megilla via Zoom is
not effective in fulfilling one’s obligation,? though Rav Maisels suggests that perhaps reading with a
loudspeaker or amplifier can be sanctioned in specific cases.

2o Rav Noam Dvir Maisels, “Can One
Listen to the Megilla on Zoom or

the Radio”?

Question: May someone who is ill and unable to leave his

home fulfill his obligation for reading the megilla through

Zoom or the radio?...

Answer: One does not fulfill one’s obligation to read the
megilla via Zoom, the radio, or by phone, since this is not
the actual voice of the bal korei, and the rule of shomea
k'oneh (one who listens is as if he recited it himself) does not
apply. In pressing cases, such as hospitals where the megilla
cannot be read in every room, one need not protest against
one who is lenient to read it with a loudspeaker and the like
(based upon the Tzitz Eliezer), specifically if one could hear
the baal korei without the loudspeaker.
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Rav Daniel Mann writes in the Ask the Rabbi column that it is strongly preferred to try to obtain a
kosher megilla and read it oneself with help from an online recording. If this is impossible, then he allows
hearing it electronically based upon the lenient opinions plus the importance of connecting oneself to
the megilla on Purim even in a non-halachic manner.

21. Rav Yosef’s complete ruling concerning various aspects of Purim and covip-19 can be found on the Moreshet-Maran website
at bit.ly/tzpsf17.

22. See, for example, Rav Yerucham Orlinger on the Din.org.il website at bit.ly/tzpsf18a and Rav Shmuel Eliyahu at
www.yeshiva.org.il/midrash/46521 who are stringent in our situation (though Rav Eliyahu agrees that it is better to listen to
the megilla on the computer than not to read it at all).

23. The complete question and answer can be found at www.yeshiva.org.il/ask/126881.


http://bit.ly/tzpsf17
http://bit.ly/tzpsf18a
http://www.yeshiva.org.il/midrash/46521
http://www.yeshiva.org.il/ask/126881
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Lo 16. Rav Daniel Mann, “Hearing The Megilla For Those Who Cannot Go
to Shul”**

Question: If one who is not a ba'al koreh cannot make it to shul to hear Megillat Esther (e.g., if the pandemic
will preclude one from coming), how else can he fulfill the mitzva of hearing it?

Answer: (For those who can hear from a distance, not being in shul is not a problem; if they miss a few
words, they can make them up.) Almost all poskim agree that one cannot fulfill the mitzva of hearing shofar
via microphone, telephone or radio (besides chillul Yom Tov issues), because one must hear the authentic
sound of a shofar (Rosh Hashana 27b). The ruling regarding a live megilla reading via microphone is less clear.
Although one does not hear the actual voice of a valid baal koreh, but a device-generated reproduction, it is
better than a recording in two ways. First, the sound waves that the the baal koreh produces directly cause
the almost identical sounds heard. Secondly, the reproduction is heard at essentially the same time and place
the baal koreh reads. Therefore, while most poskim posit one cannot fulfill the mitzva via microphone (see
Yechaveh Da'at 3:54; Minchat Shlomo 1:9), the lenient position is marginally tenable (see Tzitz Eliezer 8:11;
Igrot Moshe, Orach Chayim 2:108)...

If one is unable to hear the megilla normally, it is worthwhile to hear it electronically. This is not only due to the
lenient opinions. Exposure to Megillat Esther’s content has value (Mishna Berura 692:27), like reading the para-
sha from a chumash when one cannot go to shul (ibid. 143:9), and it enables one to remember Hashem’s kindness
(Aruch Hashulchan, o.c. 691:14). In present difficult times, in many communities, the feeling of comradery
is also important, especially on a holiday as communal as Purim. Hopefully, people will not incorrectly learn
from this, that if away or infirmed for Purim, they do not need to make an effort to fulfill the mitzva properly.

The halachically simple way to fulfill the mitzva is for the people to read it themselves from a kosher klaf they
own or can borrow. (One who lains without a minyan does not make the beracha of Harav Et Riveinu at the
end of the Megilla — Rama, 0.c. 692:1). A non-proficient baal korei will need help, not only because of diffi-
cult trop, which is not crucial, but because of hard words and kri u’k’tivs (words that are written differently
than they are pronounced). One who is precise in his reading can help the makeshift reader and correct as
needed. It is possible to read along with a live or recorded reading. This is not very practical, especially if
reading for others, as they need to hear the person rather than the electronic sound. One can use a record-
ing and start and stop it as necessary. For those who prefer, I have made a (1 hour 8 minutes) video of the
laining with pauses every few words, so that one can read along at a comfortable pace. It is available upon
request at: info@eretzhemdah.org.

Let us conclude this brief shiur by citing the words of Rav Rimon that this year specifically, it is important
to experience the joy of Purim and allow it to infuse us with special strength to continue to deal with
the difficulties of COVID-19.
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24. This ruling is available online at www.eretzhemdah.org/qna.asp?Pageld=3.
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God willing, we will all rejoice greatly on Purim this year, we will
feel Hashem’s love for us [that He has shown] throughout the
generations, and in particular, within our generation. From the
power of our rejoicing, we will hopefully receive the strength to
grapple with corona as well in the best possible manner, which
will, God willing, pass in the near future.
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Although our rejoicing this year will be minimized in the external, public sphere, we can view this as an
opportunity to hone and develop our sense of internal, spiritual joy. If we succeed in our task this year,
hopefully Hashem will reciprocate and allow us to celebrate fully next year without restrictions and

limitations. Purim sameach (Happy Purim)!



